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1 ABSTRACT

From some years to the date, a great concern éorettabilitation of historical centres has beenstered;
there is a change of attitude since historicalresntave been conceived as purely cultural entities they
are considered as entities with a great econonoifitaility.

The subject of Historical Centres acquires dailpaor importance in the discussion and approacaheaf
urban politics in Latin America. This is due t@ithexisting contradiction, preservation and depeient.

Cultural heritage is an inherent part of historicahtres; as we all know, it is integrated by etreng that a
social group has created along time and identifiesn relation to the rest of the peoples. Heritegga
creative dynamic and multidimensional process, ufhowhich, a society merges, protects, enriches and
projects its culture. Cultural heritage incorposaseience, technology, art, tradition, monumentstans
and social practices of various kinds. Its knowkedgessential to protect and preserve it in aggnal and
total manner and with this, make possible thastiwety characterized by its culture continuestargs

Although it may seen obvious to emphasize the itamaoe of research in any practice of design, agiidio
and evaluation for the preservation of the matéritage, we have to remember that we cannotvieerin

a determinate field if we do not have a knowledg®aror less precise and complex of its characiesist
lacks or strength, so that in this manner we camddecorrectly and reasonably of how to take caivec
actions, implement restoration and conservationsores and where the tendencies, services or practic
previously existent must be reinforced.

To establish lines of research that allow the gatier of real knowledge to intervene in our histali
centres, and mainly in their architecture of histd nature becomes fundamental to point in atpesway
the intervention in these places. The researcts lare assumed as generic orientations of commaar ord
which may include particular projects, which allotve production of knowledge about and over
circumstances, aspects and factors that charaegphenomenon.

The production and contribution of knowledge absp#éce, formal, functional and constructive aspetts
the historical architecture heritage is the fundatalebase over which the preservation of the histbr
centres should be consolidated; in this mannerutiderstanding of the systems, materials, consteicti
procedures, space morphology among other aspecisaittav us to determine formal and functional
typologies that conform the heritage architectoréme and apace and with this support systemiftithe
interventions of structural or formal type in thetbrical buildings.

In this sense and in the Line of Research “ Archital Typology and Morphology” the project
“Evolutionary Processes, Morphology and Typologytte Historical Architecture of the City and Poft o
San Francisco de Campeche” is carried out; it pdste¢o go deeper in the knowledge of the historical
architecture of the XVI, to XIX centuries of theycbf Campeche and determine the functional anchébr
typology of this heritage immovables with the pupof supporting the conservation works, restanatio
urban architectural intervention and regulation deee for an integral revitalization of the city’sban
historical buildings. In this respect, the pregamject besides characterizing the architecturatdue of the
city of Campeche, pretends to contribute with dpeg&nowledge as the determination of functionatl an
formal typology by architectural type and by histal period of the historical architecture of they of
Campeche, establish the constructive typologiesdbformed this architecture and propose the dsgoé
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protection for the heritage immovables such ageabelation of conservation and special restordioreach
one of them, information with which the instanckattintervene and influence directly in the Higtati
Centres may reach consistent and integral decigiotig intervention, conservation planning andcpsses
of the heritage immovables of the city.

2 INTRODUCTION

Why is the knowledge of architectural typologieefu$? Is it useful? What could the formal, funciib
stylistic and historical analysis of a model thas lbeen modified and has developed greatly thrbisgjbry
contribute? What advantages are obtained with skebkshment of the study of the architectural tgpies
as a line of research related to the architechedtage?

To whom or what would it serve to deepen in thevdedge of some Franciscan monastery, a built-upehom
during the colonial period or the bastion systensarhe port city in the Caribbean that would go Inelya
technical description of the architectural space?

The answers may seem obvious, but undeniably treepat; if we compare the recent architectural fozac
abundantly influenced by postmodernism, with thevimus loaded with a great historical sense. Likevés
we become aware of the crisis in architectural amsitpn in the manner of making and understandimgy t
originating building; this situation in the traditial separation between building and architectuite &
constant permanent distinction in which the tradil value hierarchy proper of these terms, shéeld
reversed; regarding architecture with a capitaAyorthy of attention, critical assessment, stadg not the
building. We must not forget that building shoulel inderstood as the general context of the bujltanich
is for certain, the main star of the anthropic emwinent and of its cultural histoty.

In the same manner it is not if we start from thengse that the notion of typology is abundantdseations.
Denominated in different manners, we could thin&wther as a usual practice in a period of histongnly
as a subsequent evaluation of the construction rémailts more critical than practical, an architeait
analysis more than a design process.

Every day we read and listen that we coexist inapathetic historical age of unthinking syncretish,
repeated yearnings of a little comprehensive paishout a critical reference interceding in them.this
manner, to count with a study and analysis of #chiral types comes to be a theoretical and
methodological tool for understanding historicadqesses, daily experiences and creative sengbiliti

The need of knowledge of architectural typologe®lhvious. Waisman mentions the existing situaiion
many cities, the problems of its non harmonic degelent and the chaos of the urban landscape istvalsat
called the attention about the relation architedttype / urban model; this situation has motivatteat in
some cases type has been used as an essentiamistrfor the restoration of urban fabric for the
reconstruction of historical area¥Ve have cases as the historical centre of Bolegrexe the conservation
and restoration process was based in typologicysis where exterior morphological typology intemes,
as does the internal structure.

To conceive a clear view, allows us to be situatedisively in much more adequate conditions andh wit
better elements to obtain conservation, protectigmabilitation, use and enjoyment of architectheaitage;
likewise, on the other hand, the conception andgdesf architecture more similar with the identay the
society in which it is immerse, related to its ttexhs not implicating less modernity and mosthyapted to
its reality and needs. In this manner as RaméneB@et# mentions: “The problem did not lie or lies, on
criticism of the texts, as it has been pointed thety cover an essential stage of our historiograpit
increasing the study field incorporating the amttiire in the urban and rural experience understgnit
from its relation with the social historical contélxat makes these possible. The step of the @s&am the
isolated building work to the sets and typologiesm the traditional subject to the marginal arebitires,
from the central areas to the outlying areas, filoenworn out periods to the less studied, meansykeaing
to a new reading of our history of architecture tha must transit starting from all that has beendd.

! Caniggia, G. et.al. “Tipologia de la Edificacidstructura del Espacio Antrépico”. Madrid. 1995 p
2 Waisman, M.” La Estructura Histérica del EntornBtieno Aires, Argentina. 1985 p. 12
3 Gutiérrez, R. “Arquitectura Latinoamericana, Texpara la Reflexion y la Polémica”. Lima, Perd. 1.99. 87
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We can not deny that to be able to visualize, imagind carry out architectural works, more consisiéth
its people and with its natural environment, wil teflected immediately and positively in the atie the
rural environment and in general in the habitataag of life that accommodates them.

3 THEORETICAL PREFIGURATION

Starting from contemporary scientific parametesghat architecture has been able to base itstigaten
advances. Supporting them many times in sociahse& tools, is how new tools and more appropeaate
specific techniques for architectural tasks havenbuilt. However, there are many who do not rezgn
even in architectural research, its systematisatiod scientific character; and that is why insitiés t
theoretical prefiguration we must set first theassary scientific bases to validate the processbsathods
used in any research work.

Among the new aspects that have to be pointed, amerefer to what Kerlinger tells us about scieatifi
researcH: “it is a systematic research, controlled, empirarad critical, of hypothetical propositions about
supposed relations existing between natural phenatn&nder this premise the architectural phenomeno
(particularly speaking of colonial architectureptmeen observed in a systematic and critical mahnengh

a controlled process (inside the heritage zonehef d¢ity of Campeche, referring to the seek of an
architectural typology and methodology and thropghestablished systems or procedures).

Some current constants perceived in heritage a®dise disdain and affectation of constructed dgeitof
colonial origin, as the disrespect and integrabbnew architecture opposite to historical cont@ytecially
with colonial regarding) or the lack of identity thfe local population, have risen both from theepbation
of a new phenomenon (interaction of contemporachitacture with colonial contexts and at the saime t
the colonial regardings in the structure of conterapy architecture and the city) as an understanidipse
(represented by the lack of architectural researcur circle and above all, the systematic anticedi study
of the historical continuity relation in the logalchitectural production).

Now, Kerlinger establishes that for a problem todbgect of scientific study, it must satisfy at deathe
following three conditiorisa) it must express a relation between two or maribles; b) the approach must
be clear without ambiguities; and c) it must allempirical verification”.

On the other side, the clear relation that is mee to establish between contemporary modernity an
colonial history does not allow ambiguities, altgbuhe relation is bilateral the meaning is univanainly
chronologically.

Therefore the empiric verification results not ofdgtual, but also necessary in terms of provireg the
colonial influence survives strongly even in outhatecture and therefore must be restudied, rezegrand
reconsidered as a source of creativity and resegpect and conservation of our heritage.

Counting with a more human, environmental, urbad architectural lecture of our contemporary reality
brings us near a qualitative analysis that sepanadrom positivism and that makes us give psaotthe
particular, own and local where “...the preservatifrurban architectural heritage has an essentialino
the realization of the historical memory and theaiyic consolidation of identity. At the same tintlee
recovery action and formulation of the contemporchitect gives credit to the possibility of cansting

the new identity without falling in formalistic niaégia or vanguard merges. %",

About the research method, we can talk of a quiadumanistic intention that has been clearly ifiested
in the integral analysis of the phenomena. Defipitee intention is not to establish general laas,the
contrary, only to make a review of our case todfarm our environment in some more beneficial manne

One of the central concepts of the study, we reébercontinuity, has been defined as the essential
characteristic of all human works that, being tipality of constant transformation, adaptationualisation
and reform, stays tied to time, to a present tnaistthe future into past and to an eternal go by.

In common words, the theoretical construction @& tontinuity has served us to modify the traditicarad
static conception of the history of architecturdiich understood the buildings as finished and ioeable
objects. In exchange, this new movable perspeofiv®ntinuous transformation will allow us to unskand

“ Bisquerra, RMétodos de investigacion educatigmia practica. 1989, p. 1
® Ibid, P. 20-21
® Gutiérrez, R. Op. Cit. 113-114
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our environment in a better way and in this mandentifying with it; we can know, accept, respdeke
advantage and enjoy it fairly and completely.

In this prevailing continuity the central and famdental role is the conformation of the types,tistgiwith

the premise that typology is an instrument thatvedl carrying on a reduction of the diversity anchptexity

of the real phenomena, to incorporate them intmleeent manner to a general system. Therefore, this
system will not include all the existent diversitief unique cases, on the contrary, only thoset-bpil
objects considered objectively probable and ergilyicelevant will be looked for to be represented.

The reflection about the ideological significanéaypology as an instrument for thinking and dedigmed
out fundamental “with no doubt there is a clos& letween the instruments of analysis and thoskesifn,
so, a characterization of an instrument for on¢heffields is valid for the othe7r’(Waisman, 1985:5) for
each case, each instrument should adapt to the &a®k objectives requiring a critical historicabbsis,
more detailed instruments than a generic urbarysisal

In order to have it always present, our objectigea strict and intrinsic reading oriented to thesign and
realization of built-up objects. Likewise, in tHfrme it is worth mentioning the fact that thesgeots that
surround us have their own individuality, their oammangement, so much that we can recognize theim an
designate them with a different term for each kofdsimilar objects: they have a relative capacity o
antagonism with other objects, that guaranteeheisdentification of each one before the othersoAho
object is formed by itself, but in some way is mégeparts, also these parts really identifiable agnthem
according to their relative grade of self-suffiggrand complementary with the rest of the parts.

Types are designed with a specific purpose linlabgtract elements to build a representative conaiept
reality in which it is possible if the needs of ttesearch or the design requires it, “intensifyingoof its
gualities to increase its operative capacitiesthis manner typology allows to identify and simplihe
characteristics considered more relevant of thengimena, helping the drawing of preliminary mapshef
specific subjects of knowledge.

All this points towards a better understanding dfam and local architectural reality and, consetijyen
towards a new way of intervention in the own ai#fi contexts, as much as in historical as in the
contemporary.

4 ANALYSIS AND COMPONENTS

The register of World Heritage is being structuvgth a series, longer each time, of sites and tbjebe
same natural or urban and architectural. This whblgoods forms a wide heritage of the best acinmeres
in human evolution in relation with the environmeint different geographies and historical momeiitse
list registers that which is understood as a comarhuniversal good must be preserved in ordeec¢ars
matter and memory of such development.

In this context, the city of Campeche is a settleintieat represents not only an encounter betweerahity
and nature but also the path that man has tak@arsform nature into a resource that modifiedioatps
culture. 5 centuries of history, encounters angpbamgs.

In spite of the great number of colonial houses $hi# exist in the city of Campeche, it is diftik to know
their original architectural characteristics ande,uthis because of the difficulties mainly derivatiof
transformations that these immovable items have ba#fering along time. To this we must add the fhat
housing as such, was a hardly documented genrprantically not studied by specialists.

Historical documents about housing that are poss$tlocate in archives, are mainly legal documeiitsse
content is principally based on some architectana structural description of the house but pratifiavith
no data or drawings; likewise there is no furthndoimation about the use of its premises, scalentation
or descriptions about its technical or construcpaeicularities.

With the passage of time, technological advances baused that the number of factors that constihdse
and other buildings have grown radically. Each dhg, elements to be considered have grown, and the
diversity of its relationships makes it difficutt manage. In the study previously mentioned, ireotd be
able to analyse this vast whole of characteristind properties of a diverse range of possibilités

" Waisman, M. Op. Cit. 5
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immovables, approximately 1700, of the XVI to XIénturies, required necessarily a reduction, idgntif
and emphasizing definite groups of those most fagmit characteristics.

Even though the detection of all the range of nddithat define the constructed media and its enmiemt
may have resulted important, we need a more canivédy evaluation and hierarchization of infornaeti
that was judged relevant even in an arbitrary amdlpbrary manner. For this reason the valuatiorivef f
aspects, the most influential for the typologicefibition were proposed. Among the attributes cdesad
crucial, it is possible to talk about the functibriarmal constructive, semiotic and location coments.

In this work we will only approach one part of himgs analysing three subcomponents which are ffdheo
functional, formal and location components analysas follows: 1.- The implantation: determined hg t
relation between the housing and the site, itstiposregarding its front and with the street. Thgsalities

make possible the existence of various housingciydmodels. 2.- Special organisation: Consistshia

existence of the various necessary premises foedbarlife, its location in different parts of theusing, its

structure and grouping constituting differentia@as. 3.-Morphology: this is the architecturainfoas

support, and also its complements, as the reldtaween openings and solids, the expression ofriaste
such as texture and own colour and the functiopglied ornamentation.

In these subcomponents we can enunciate as anrglefmealidation the concept of urban location lgein
one of the elements that allows us to know aboumesof the outstanding characteristics of architectine
combination of favourable habitability conditiomsa house with a good location resulted a favoerabd
determinant condition for our study of the typolmdi conformation of housing, and so in this manmer
could observe that the most part of the immovablear the main square coincide in the functional and
formal composition, being housing situated in widites, with a more formal quality and generousepa
for each one of the spaces that conformed them.

Another subcomponent as implantation gave us varbements of analysis, among them the positidhdn
site was validated, determining in a general mafmethe cases in which the dimensions of the \sitee

wide, the construction occupies the edges of tieeasid the main yards have a central position goglite to
have one or two of them; the backyard is at thedag of the site and in many cases was a mutifanal

area; in small sites, the existence of open spaeeke the constructors of these immovables notnstoact

on the borders, this situation occurred mainhhim $ites distant form the main square of the city.

This same subcomponent is conformed of other elesrfen its analysis such as the relation between th
contact surface and open areas; to a great exteritduses of the time on study had a density molese
high covering occasionally 80% of the area of tite, lthough in cases of reduced sites the yacdmies
only 11.5% of it. Also in this subcomponent thedton and proportion of open spaces was considered,
finding houses with one or two central yards dependf the surface of the site, in which the aretitiral

part was developed and a back yard always at tlekthe site taking up all its width. Meanwhileeoaf

the most recurrent cases was the lateral yardooma@o over the same axis and a back-yard sambeas t
preceding. The proportion of the yards was an el¢mmianalysis and turned out to be very variable.

The building-street relation is another element tfe analysis of the subcomponent of the implaorati
since the buildings motive of the study had a pnédant housing use, but not exclusive, in them tolake
commercial and productive functions, reason why ¢hestence of annexes is frequent. Predominantly
housing in corners present annexes on both steeetsthough the farther they are from the most naob
area of the city this scheme changes and theyoaadized only on one street. Of the immovablesliped

in the interior of the streets, only those nearrttaén square present this type of rooms and amnstant in

the two- story immovable. Most of these annexesevirdependent of the rest of the site only in tases
these rooms were found linked to the interior.

The space organization was another subcomponeamiaigse; this consists basically in the type, nurainel
grouping of the various premises destined for doimdiée. The criteria used for this analysis stalrwith
the consideration of the existence of groups otipms for social, family, intimate and serviceiates
from which one could place the characteristicshef houses in the time we study, they were so gupe
premises of social use (living room, dining roond amteroom), premises of family use (bedrooms antes
living rooms), premises for intimate use (bedroob@hrooms and dressing rooms) and finally the @esn
for service (stables, garages, cellars and bedréonservants).
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In the first of the groups we found various progesathe immovables in the surrounding area ofcinetral
square; some more complete houses have a living specially destined to receive visitors; in otbases

as those which contain central yards count withlisliwvéng rooms above the yard corridors. In housds
medium level and for the second group we find ainetbrelated to the exterior in a manner of office,
appearing in houses of medium level; dinning ro@re spaces in houses of a certain level and they ar
immediate to the kitchen while dissociated fromlthieg rooms.

While in the premises for intimate uses, the bech®dor housing of medium level, result numericatligre
important; these rooms as a constant for almoghallevaluated cases are established in an axihaad
successive and intercommunicated manner. In the aiathe service premises it was determined thedeth
are in function with the complexity of the houskeey can become inexistent in modest houses. Inebigg
houses their existence is greater, finding insite housing the existence of premises as kitcheds an
pantries; outside, most of them related with hoesebcarriages besides the rooms for the stalitestable
boy.

In relation with the space structure, more redutedses have a simple space organization were #nere
few specialized areas distinguishing in the besthef cases the dormitories even though it is pless$th
identify the living room because of the accessebdohouse. In the houses with grater number ohises
certain organizational orders are presented, she@ccess to the house is directly by the frowr adhich
leads directly into a yard which may be centrallateral and directly connected in some cases Wi¢h t
cabinet; the yards allow the subsequent distributibthe rest of the housing getting to the kitchies is
commonly found at the end of the construction amthected directly to the backyard. In smaller heys®ri
accede directly to the living room that is where slubsequent rooms are distributed.

In two-story housing the stairway usually has adpmeinant place in the space structure of the imrleva
and the rooms are located on the second levelingdor the ground floor the premises of social ase
services. The premises of the upper floor showwtstre by zones in which an intimate area is @efiwith
an independent access from the corridor, even ththegbedrooms that compose it are intercommurdcate

The constitutive elements of the architectural foran be analysed in two levels: as support an as
complement of the form, this is what determinessiiecomponent denominated space characteristitise In
first case it observes the constructed form acogrth its basic characteristics, which can be veluim or
planimetric. However the complements of the forre eeferred to the qualities of the openings of the
building; dimensions, proportion and rhythm, alsxttires, colour and ornamentation are observed.

Within the form as support we can mention that mmon characteristic of all the civil urban buildingf
the city of Campeche, belonging to the viceroyphyiod, is to line up on the front of the site aake up the
whole of it, giving to the block where they aredted a certain condition of quadrangular block enthe
facades, a continuous wall, predominating horiddgtalhe horizontality and the proportion many &m
elongated in corners, this same horizontality sipgakf the block, but when it is about medium sitesre
are many cases in which the front of the site rsavashaping in the block of facades a verticabkieg that
makes the urban landscape less monotonous.

In the analysis of the complements of the form wae mention, speaking of the characteristic horiitst
of these buildings that is emphasized thanks tgpthsence of certain functional and ornamental etdsn
such as cornices. In the case of smaller immovabtesices help to reduce the relative verticaliijle in

corner sites or large housing, pilasters managevert that marked horizontality. It is worth memiing that
in the case that occupies us, the city of Campdulsgrical immovables are formed by only onewo t
stories that emphasize this situation.

These immovables show great sobriety with the coatlin of limestone in lintels and jambs, with licued
sand smoothing; ornamentation is scarce but theudolg is rich and diverse.

5 CONCLUSION REMARKS

The study of the evolution of morphological anddigmical processes of architectural heritage incityeof
Campeche turned out to be the last purpose thavallus to understand through the determination of
regardings, constants and determinants of the ctearaf our contemporary architecture. Likewiseg th
systematic study, identification, description amdlgsis of the environment and the buildings ofood!
origin conformed the essential and adequate to&htw the experimental reference framework thaalloc
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community (social and professional) owns, and wiktich it carries out as much as interventions integts
and colonial buildings (or historical-heritage), th® conception, design and execution of contenmpora
building work®

We are trying to build through this proposal, oistdrical a priori, this is, to conform the matérieom
which as today we will work, with this we must nefe institutions that will provide us with diffeméation
systems that will allow us to enumerate the objesisting in the unity. As we know, new objectstle
matter appear continuously, that is why we try tikena first distinction between already elaboratejécts
by architectural knowledge, and objects not ydb@lated that will be necessary to incorporate.

In the case of architectural knowledge, the bagstesn for differentiation traditionally existing ideen the
architectural value of the building works “complealue in which the aesthetic component occupies a
predominant place, linked, it is true, to functiboa technological values” It is in the works that have
gained such magnitude or value where the objectardfitectural reflection have been discovered. The
heritage zone of the city of Campeche keeps tothly great value, its magnificence lies not in tingque
object but in the whole of the objects that makesnique and unrepeatable, it is there where we ik
value as a point of reference for the analysis@mteptualisation.

In this zone and in the whole of historical-hergagimovables those that we define as a structustard
with. Regarding the quantity and quality of theommhation that we have about these immovables, e on
considered in this order specific aspects of thehigectural structure that could be susceptibleaof
homogeneous categorization and that formal typekgifunctional, structural, of relation with the
environment, etc. could be part of their own ngtuned we leave aside as now, those that could shape
themselves as relations and communications betthese objects or as well, between them and theiexte
universe to the unity considered as theories, dgsigcesses, social requirements and productiarepses.

Knowing that until today it has not been possiblsdlve and settle the questioning of radicalisrmodern
and post modern architecture, the present worklandtudy here approached joins the world's inténeke
study, application and diffusion of this subjectlwe architectural practice. And we start from éhigr order

to generate a line of research that makes postieleuse of typology as an instrument for the design
projectation and execution of architectural workying to fill an important gap in the range of the
application of typology as support for reading, lgsia and the resulting protection and rehabilitatof
historical cities or urban zones of heritage value.

Architecture and urbanism have been tools of magerthe construction of the novel and the industs
seek of progress at the cost of the destructiahefpast. Architecture shows with its practice peags of
modernity. The dilemma has been that this destmcin which instrumental rationality has been iicgtied,
has forgotten the human memory and experiencevisilso creative and utopian in its moment.

The answer to this overwhelming step of instrumiemtzdernity has been in many cases the returnirigeto
past. The seek of a memory and an old experieratddhthe simple fact that it happened, we beli¢veas
better; but who thinks like this does not consitiat turning back without the premonition of anpiéo of a
promising future, turns us conservative and traddlist if not perhaps reactionary and fundamesttali

The study of types, of course, does not solve thistradiction, that could be improved with the elos
combination of historical conscience and the ptd@cthe future. But if the typology studies da isolve it,

in exchange they assist us to situate ourselvesrgality historically built and motivated by thienewal
project.

The importance of architectural typology to givatiouity is in its possibilities, in the functionahalysis to
understand the form, and the formal analysis topretrend the styles and the aesthetic trends, dsin
critical evaluation that locates it in its cultueald historical context. There is its significantgthermore,
not only in defining and describing a type in partar, but also in situating them as ideal modelsampare
architectures, creativities, forms and functionr®cpdures and materials, elements and ornamewnjgast
and nostalgia. They are useful, in short, to apgrdhe post modern historical practice and, astree time,
to locate it in post modernity as typology.

8 Urzais, E. “Mérida: una identidad virreinal contesrgmnea”. Mérida, México, 2000. p 242
®Waissman, Op. Cit. 58
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